HOW STRONG  IS BRITAIN
man could say with some justice that a fellow who
couldn't earn money out of cotton was a fool. And
that was immediately before the outbreak of the World
War.
The rise of the British cotton-goods industry was
phenomenal. In 1800 British mills consumed 56
million pounds of raw cotton. Twenty years later the
figure was 152 million pounds. In the middle of last
century it had grown to over 700 million pounds, by
the end of the century it was already 1,580 million
pounds, and in the last few years before the outbreak
of the World War it was 2,000 million pounds. The
British cotton-goods industry could look back with
pride and satisfaction on an uninterrupted history of
tremendous progress throughout a full century.
In 1913 three-quarters of this enormous production
went abroad. At first almost all the exports went to
European countries, but around 1880 the enormous
markets of the Near and Far East, began to be opened
up, and the native industries of India and Japan were
rapidly destroyed.
The greatest start over other industrial countries was
enjoyed by Great Britain in the cotton-goods industry.
She was the first to introduce mechanization. The
first textile machinery was set up in Great Britain and
served by the cheap labour of women and children.
She was the first to specialize the individual labour
processes. The British textile industry became the
historic predecessor of all modern mass-production
industries.
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